
8th Grade Science
Course Syllabus

Instructor: Shon Larm
Email: shon.larm@tvcs.org

Phone:  (352) 259-0044 Ext:1140 Room # 140

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course should fill students with a desire to understand the earth and how the different components interact with each other.

Earth/Space science will cover the following areas.
❖ Nature of Science

▪ SAfety
▪ Scientific Method & engineering design Process
▪ Measurement & Graphs
▪ Science FAir

❖ Energy
▪ energy, motion, force, and work
▪ kinetic energy & potential energy
▪ other forms of energy
▪ Energy change and conservation

❖ force and motion
▪ describe motion and force
▪ speed, velocity, and acceleration
▪ newton’s laws of motion
▪ friction and gravitational interactions

❖ thermal energy
▪ thermal energy, heat, and temperature
▪ heat transfer
▪ heat and materials

❖ Waves and electromagnetic radiation
▪ wave properties
▪ Wave interaction
▪ electromagnetic waves

❖ introduction to matter
▪ describe and classifying matter
▪ measuring matter
▪ changes in matter

❖ solids, liquids, and gases
▪ states of matter
▪ changes of state
▪ gas behavior

❖ Atoms and the periodic table
▪ Atomic theory
▪ the periodic table
▪ bonding and the periodic table
▪ types of bonds
▪ acids and bases



❖ chemical reactions
▪ mixture and solution
▪ chemical changes
▪ modeling chemical reactions
▪ producing useful material

❖ Review Middle School science standards
▪ earth science
▪ astronomy
▪ life science

TEXTBOOK/CURRICULUM
Pearson Elevate Science
❖ Textbooks are available in an online format.

ASSESSMENT
Students’ grades will be determined by using the following categories and percentages:

Practice -- 30%
Performance (Mastery) -- 70%

Grading Scale: A (90-100)   B (80-89)   C (70-79) D (60-69)   F (0-59)

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS/RULES
1. Be on time and where you are supposed to be. (be Successful)
2. Be prepared and on task. (be successful)
3. Ask for what you need. (be successful)
4. Strive for excellence and always do your best. (be Successful)
5. Respect the rights, responsibility, and property of others. (be Respectful)
6. Be Safety (be Safe)

You are responsible for reading and following the student handbook as well as classroom procedures and classroom rules. When
you make a choice that violates classroom and/or school rules, disciplinary consequences will be implemented. Please refer to the
following documents found on the tvcs.org website under “middle school”, “Forms/Documents/Newsletters”:

● VCMS Student Handbook
● 21-22 Classroom Behavior Management Plan

VCMS Bell Schedule
1st period: 8-8:50
2nd period: 8:54-9:50
3rd period: 9:54-10:45
4th period: 10:49-11:40
5th period: 11:44-1:05 (including a 25-minute lunch period)
6th period: 1:09-2:00
7th period: 2:04-2:55

PROCEDURES
Daily Required Materials:



All students must have the following supplies with them daily.  It is their responsibility to replace these items if lost or used up.

❖ Must have Pens (any color), pencils (mechanical are fine), highlighters (Keep 2 at all times as these are used daily)
❖ 2 packs of lined paper (1 pack To be left in classroom)
❖ 2 Plastic Folders with pockets and prongs (1 for class/ 1 for science project)
❖ Pencil pouch (In student’s backback)
❖ 2 glue sticks (in student’s pencil pouch)
❖ Crayon, colored pencils, and/or markers  (in student’s pencil pouch)
❖ Student scissors  (in student’s pencil pouch)
❖ Pencil sharpener   (in student’s pencil pouch)
❖ Metric Ruler  (in student’s pencil pouch)

Google Classroom:

assignments will be posted on Google Classroom with a due date.
Your Google Classroom code is on the Teacher Connection page.

Google Classroom has a Weekly Assignments template under Classwork . All class assignments will be displayed under the weekly
topic for the week.

Assignments will be turned in through Google Classroom to be graded. If assignments are written or created without
a computer (poster, builds, labs etc.) please take a picture/ video and submit it.

Bell Ringer/Dismissal:

Daily Warm Up
During the first five minutes of each class students will complete a daily warm up. Warm ups are checked daily and put in as a weekly
warm up grade.

Lab/Activities
students will be given written and verbal lab procedures. Following these procedures will keep students safe. Any irresponsible lab
behavior will result in NO CREDIT on a lab. Failure to follow lab rules/guidelines will result in the student(s) not being able to
complete the lab.  students will then only observe, fill out a think paper and complete an alternative assignment during the lab time
for credit.

Make-up Work/ Late Work:
Absence Policy
It is the students responsibility to complete any assignments you miss due to an absence.  Missed worksheets are available in the work
filing box in the classroom or Google classroom. It is the student's responsibility to schedule the makeup work and test.  Students
will receive an additional day for every absence for daily assignments. No additional days will be given for projects.

Missing or Late Work
Missing or late assignments will decrease the student’s grade on the assignment by 10% per school day. Any class work not finished
during class time is considered homework for the evening, so students need to use class time wisely (sufficient class time is given to
complete work).

IMPORTANT DATES
Please check the school and google classroom calendars for important dates. The Google classroom calendar is located
in the teacher connect web page or in your student’s google classroom.

ADDITIONAL ASSISTANCE AND COMMUNICATION



I am available to any student or parent requesting additional assistance or needing additional information. If you choose to email me,
please remember to put “Student” in the subject line so your email will reach me through the VCS web filter. If you prefer to contact
me by phone, please call the school office and leave a message requesting me to return your phone call. If I need to contact you, I will
first try to contact you through email unless you have indicated a preference for phone contact on the return form.

Syllabus for 8th Grade physical Science
2021-2022

Instructor:  Mrs. Larm
***** PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN THIS PAGE BY MONDAY, AUGUST 9, 2021*****

or
******* Complete onLine in Google Classroom, by Monday, August 9, 2021******

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/154y48SiOZI19Rhc8A7reljB-SLwQzKlpGO8BfIqeZo4/editI have read this syllabus and
the 2021-2022 Classroom Behavior Management Plan. I understand the expectations communicated and the consequences
that will be applied if I choose to fail to follow them.
Click  here E-sign for Syllabus

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/154y48SiOZI19Rhc8A7reljB-SLwQzKlpGO8BfIqeZo4/edit
https://forms.gle/fKhdxtWmLdAq2VBz9

